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ably, therefore, even for mere residence apart from the volun-
teers9 activities as such. The grounds upon which the notice was
issued are also as strange as the notice itself. The Magistrate argues
that as the volunteers belong to an unlawful association, the
building occupied by them is used for an unlawful purpose. It
follows from this that no landlord is safe in letting his property to
any person whatsoever. How should he know if he is a potential
thief or an actual sedition -monger ?
The second reason is even more ludicrous than the first. How
can the conduct of volunteers, whose only crime is open defi-
ance of the Criminal Law Amendment Act, be a source of annoy-
ance to the neighbourhood in which they reside and why should
such volunteers not be imprisoned if they are a source of annoy-
ance? The action of the Magistrate is almost like letting a thief
alone and then charging the public with the task of punishing
him by depriving him of shelter. It really amounts to teaching
people Lynch Law.
INCITING TO ASSAULT
The retiring President of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce1
has come out with the boldest declaration in favour of Lynch
Law. He has found it necessary to throw off the mask of hypocrisy,
laid down the law of racial superiority, dictated to the Moderates
what they are expected to do and asked the Englishmen "to hit
back hard when attacked". We cannot afford to answer this im-
pudence in our chosen manner. That can only be done when we
have become proof against provocation. For the time being, I must
ask the Bengali friends voluntarily, deliberately and out of their
strength to remain calm, unperturbed and non-resistant. To
resort to civil disobedience out of anger will not only be contra-
dictory conduct, but will be playing into the hands of the oppo-
nent. Let the District Magistrate of Noakhali and the English-
man who allows himself to be influenced by the incitements of
the retiring President of the Bengal Chamber do their worst. The
programme before us is to exhaust alike the District Magistrate
and the Chamber President by receiving the blows in a dignified
manner and without retaliation. The fury is bound then to return
to itself for want of response.
GWALIOR'S CAMPAIGN AGAINST GANDHI CAP
A correspondent has sent me a copy of a notification by the
Gwalior State signed by the Peshi Officer. It occupies nearly five
1 Sir Robert Watson-Smythe